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Rick Santorum cut off female co-panelist Gloria
Borger while she was talking about Mike Pence
interrupting Kamala Harris at the VP debate

By Bill Bostock
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Former GOP Sen. Rick Santorum cut off the CNN analyst
Gloria Borger while she was explaining the significance of
Mike Pence repeatedly cutting off Kamala Harris at
Wednesday's vice-presidential debate.

At a CNN panel afterward, Borger tried to praise Harris but
was cut off by Santorum.

"Women watching that are going to say, 'Wait a minute,
Borger began to say before Santorum interjected: "Don't
make the claim that he interrupted her repeatedly, because
he didn't."

Echoing Harris' response of "Mr. Vice President,I'm
speaking," when Pence cut her off, Borger fired back: "Mr.
Santorum, I'm speaking."

Watch the video of the panel discussion below.

Visit Business Insider's homepage for more stories.
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Former Republican Sen. Rick Santorum interrupted a female co-
panelist as she tried to explain the optics of Vice President Mike
Pence constantly interrupting the Democratic vice-presidential
nominee, Kamala Harris, during their Wednesday-night debate.

Pence interrupted Harris about twice as often as she did —

prompting the CNN analyst Gloria Borger to criticize the vice
president during the network's post-debate panel, on which she
was the only woman.

Borger began to praise Harris' composure and explain what the
interruptions might signal to female viewers, but Santorum
loudly cut off Borger to muscle in a counterpoint.

Borger said of Harris: "That's hard, when you're getting
interrupted constantly."

"Maybe she did create a meme — 'Mr. Vice President, I'm
speaking' — and she kept saying that to him, as if to say, 'I'm not
finished,"' and then he would sort of plow ahead," she said.

She added: "Women watching that are going to say, 'Wait a

m

minute.

Then Santorum cut off Borger, saying: "Don't make the claim that
he interrupted her repeatedly, because he didn't."

Replicating Harris' refrain when interrupted during the debate,

Borger responded, "Mr. Santorum, I'm speaking," while
Santorum proceeded with his interruption.
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The irony was not lost on some viewers.

"Santorum interrupted the woman on the CNN panel to tell her
that Pence didn't interrupt Kamala. With absolutely no irony or
self-awareness," tweeted April Reign, a cofounder of a campaign
to appoint the first Black woman to the Supreme Court.

The New Yorker's Patrick Radden Keefe tweeted: "Amazing
moment just now on CNN where Gloria Borger, the sole woman
on a panel with 4 men, starts to explain what it was like for
women to watch Kamala get repeatedly interrupted but can't
finish because the men on the panel interrupt her."

Though Pence's interruptions attracted attention, the debate
overall was far more subdued than the conflict between Joe
Biden and President Donald Trump last week in their first
debate.

Trump interjected and spoke over Biden so often that the debate

was largely rendered down to a melee of noise and hand gestures.

Santorum also made news for his comments following that
debate.

Appearing on CNN, Santorum said it was unfair of the debate
moderator Chris Wallace to ask Trump to condemn right-wing
extremists because it would mean alienating Trump's own

supporters.
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o Read more:

» Fact-checking the vice-presidential debate between Mike

Pence and Kamala Harris

« The biggest moment of the Pence-Harris debate was a fly

landing on Pence's head, which sums up how calm it was

without Trump

o Trump needed a clear win from Pence to turn around their

faltering campaign, and Pence didn't deliver

6O X @ o @ &

Legal & Privacy

Termsof Service  Terms of Sale Privacy Policy = Accessibility =~ Code of Ethics Policy
Reprints & Permissions Disclaimer Advertising Policies Conflict of Interest Policy

Commerce Policy Coupons Privacy Policy Coupons Terms Your Privacy Choices

Company

AboutUs  Careers Advertise WithUs  Contact Us News Tips Company News  Awards

Masthead

Other

https://www.businessinsider.com/rick-santorum-cut-off-gloria-borger-discussing-pence-interruption-video-2020-10

5/6


https://www.businessinsider.com/fact-check-vice-president-election-debate-mike-pence-kamala-harris-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/fact-check-vice-president-election-debate-mike-pence-kamala-harris-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/fly-pence-head-biggest-moment-highlight-harris-2020-debate-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/fly-pence-head-biggest-moment-highlight-harris-2020-debate-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/fly-pence-head-biggest-moment-highlight-harris-2020-debate-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/pence-harris-debate-campaign-impact-polls-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/pence-harris-debate-campaign-impact-polls-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/
https://www.facebook.com/businessinsider
https://x.com/businessinsider
https://www.linkedin.com/company/businessinsider/
https://www.youtube.com/user/businessinsider
https://www.instagram.com/businessinsider/
https://www.snapchat.com/p/6f1c2e77-0539-4e08-a90c-7bdd4b3f1da9/3298916208531456
https://itunes.apple.com/app/apple-store/id554260576?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.freerange360.mpp.businessinsider
https://www.businessinsider.com/terms
https://www.businessinsider.com/terms-of-sale
https://www.businessinsider.com/privacy-policy
https://www.businessinsider.com/accessibility
https://www.businessinsider.com/code-of-ethics
https://www.parsintl.com/publication/business-insider/
https://www.businessinsider.com/disclaimer
https://www.businessinsider.com/advertising-policies
https://www.businessinsider.com/conflict-of-interest-policy
https://www.businessinsider.com/commerce-policy
https://www.businessinsider.com/coupons-privacy-policy
https://www.businessinsider.com/coupons-terms
https://www.businessinsider.com/your-privacy-choices
https://www.businessinsider.com/about-us
https://www.businessinsider.com/work-at-business-insider
https://advertising.businessinsider.com/
https://www.businessinsider.com/contact
https://www.businessinsider.com/secure-news-tips
https://www.businessinsider.com/category/business-insider-press-room
https://www.businessinsider.com/awards
https://www.businessinsider.com/masthead

7127125, 3:49 PM Santorum Cut Off Female Panelist Discussing Pence Interrupting Harris - Business Insider

Sitemap Stock quotes by finanzen.net

International Editions

AT DE ES JP NL PL

Copyright © 2025 Insider Inc. All rights reserved. Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance
of our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.

https://www.businessinsider.com/rick-santorum-cut-off-gloria-borger-discussing-pence-interruption-video-2020-10 6/6


https://www.businessinsider.com/terms
https://www.businessinsider.com/terms
https://www.businessinsider.com/privacy-policy
https://www.businessinsider.com/sitemap/html/index.html
https://www.finanzen.net/
https://www.businessinsider.de/?IR=C
https://www.businessinsider.de/?IR=C
https://businessinsider.es/
https://www.businessinsider.jp/
https://www.businessinsider.nl/?IR=C
https://www.businessinsider.com.pl/?IR=C

